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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 29 is objected to because of the following informalities: The examiner 
suggests the applicant amend claim 29 to state: "A program on a computer readable 
tangible medium for operating a CPU." Appropriate correction is required. Appropriate 
amendments should also be made for claim 30. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

The term "inspection item" in claims 31-32, 34-40, 42-48, and 50-51 is a relative 
term, which renders the claims indefinite. The term "inspection item" is not defined by 
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the claims, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the 
scope of the invention. Appropriate correction is required. 

The term "judgment server" in claims 31-32, 36-40, 44-47, and 50-51, is a 
relative term, which renders the claims indefinite. The term "judgment server" is not 
defined by the claims, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. Appropriate correction is required. 

Not to applicant: The application and/or the claims appear to be a direct translation 
from a foreign document. Due to the direct translation, the claims are so indefinite that 
it is virtually impossible for the examiner to determine the exactly what the applicant is 
intending to claim. The following action is therefore of necessity based on the 
examiner's best guess of what applicant is trying to claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The applicant claims in claim 29, "a 
program of operating a computer . . Applicant should properly claim a computer read- 
able medium and not non-statutory matter. In claim 30, applicant claims "data structure 
which could be used in a computer . . . ." Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/659,237 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3736 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
. only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5-23, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Amano et al. US Patent Number 6,030,342. 

5. An information server of communicating with a terminal capable of being 
connected to detecting means of detecting vital signs, wherein: 

said terminal communicates also with a program server for storing a program 
and/or data to make said detecting means operate; (column 12, lines 7-65) 

when an operation switch of said detecting means is turned ON and thereby said 
terminal transmits information including the type of said detecting means to said 
program server, said program server receives said information and then transmits a 
predetermined program and/or data corresponding to said information to said terminal; 
(column 12, lines 7-65) 
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said detecting means operates according to said predetermined program and/or 
data received by said terminal, and thereby detects vital signs; and (column 12, lines 7- 
65) 

when said terminal transmits the vital signs detected by said detecting means, 
said information server receives said vital signs, (column 12, lines 7-65) 

6. A vital signs processing apparatus comprising: 

vital signs detecting means of detecting vital signs; and vital signs processing 
means of processing, storing, and displaying said vital signs detected by said vital signs 
detecting means; wherein: (column 12, lines 7-65) 

said vital signs detecting means comprises at least: 

buffering means of temporarily storing said detected vital signs; and (column 32, 
lines 13-23) 

first communicating means of communicating with said vital signs processing 
means; (column 12, lines 7-65) 

said vital signs processing means comprises at least: second communicating 
means of communicating with said vital signs detecting means; (column 12, lines 7-65) 

storing means of storing said vital signs; processing means of processing said 
vital signs stored in said storing means according to a predetermined program and/or 
data; and (column 12, lines 7-65) 

displaying means of displaying said vital signs stored in said storing means 
and/or output data of said processing means, (column 12, lines 7-65) 
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7. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 6 wherein said vital signs 
processing means further comprises third communicating means of communicating with 
an external server, (column 21, lines 57-68, column 22, lines 1-26) 

8. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 6 wherein: 

said buffering means and said storing means comprise a removable medium 
which can be detached; and (figures 25-27) 

said removable medium is transferred between said vital signs detecting means 
and said vital signs processing means, whereby the data stored in said removable 
medium is transferred, (column 12, lines 7-65) 

9. The vital signs processing apparatus according to any of claims 6-8, wherein: 

said vital signs detecting means is composed of a pulse wave sensor for 
measuring the pulse wave of a user; and (column 12, lines 7-65) 

said processing means comprises: frequency processing means of performing 
FFT (fast Fourier transformation) processing onto the frequency of said pulse wave; 
(column 2, lines 2-63) 

heart rate measuring means of measuring heart rate from the output of said 
frequency processing means; and (column 2, lines 2-63) 

calorie consumption calculating means of calculating calorie consumption from 
said heart rate, (column 2, lines 2-63) 
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10. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 9 wherein: 

said vital signs processing means further comprises FFT processing means of 
performing FFT processing onto said heart rate; (column 2, lines 2-63) 

according to the result of said FFT processing, it is determined whether said user 
is exercising or not; and (column 2, lines 2-63) 

when it is determined that said user is not exercising, and when said heart rate 
exceeds a predetermined set value, said calorie consumption calculating means does 
not use said measured heart rate, but calculates calorie consumption according to said 
user's resting heart rate stored previously, (column 2, lines 2-63) 

1 1 . The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 9 further comprising 
inputting means of permitting a user to input: 

personal data including one's name, age, and sex; health control indices 
including daily, weekly, monthly, and final target values for calorie consumption; and 
exercise indices including upper and lower limits for heart rate at exercise, and exercise 
time, (column 1, lines 20-62) 

12. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 1 1 wherein said health 
control indices and said exercise indices are displayed on said displaying means, (figure 
9) 
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13. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 9 further comprising 
notifying means of warning said user when said heart rate falls outside the range 
between said upper and lower limits for heart rate having been input through said 
inputting means, (column 1, lines 20-62) 

14. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 1 1 wherein: 

said processing means performs: the accumulation of said calorie consumption; 
the calculation of the difference from said target value; (column 2, lines 2-63) 

the calculation of the degree of achievement to said target value; and the 
calculation of the expected time of achieving said target value at the current pace of 
calorie consumption; and (column 2, lines 2-63) 

then stores these data in a region different from that of said vital signs data, 
within said storing means; and said displaying means displays: the time series of the 
change in said heart rate and said calorie consumption; (column 2, lines 2-63) 

said accumulated value of calorie consumption; and said expected time of 
achieving said target value, (column 1, lines 20-62) 

15. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 6 wherein: 

said vital signs detecting means is used as said detecting means connected to 
said terminal in claim 3; and (column 2, lines 2-63) 

said vital signs processing means is used as said terminal in claim 3. (column 2, 
lines 2-63) 
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16. The vital signs processing apparatus according to claim 6 wherein said vital signs 
detecting means and said vital signs processing means are used as said detecting 
means connected to said terminal in claim 3. (column 2, lines 2-63) 

17. A health control method wherein a vital signs processing apparatus according to 
any of claims 7, 5 or 16 is used, whereby the health of a user of said vital signs 
processing apparatus is controlled according to instructions from a health control 
instructor who is a server user of said information server or said server, wherein said 
method comprises: (column 2, lines 2-63) 

a first step in which said information server or said server generates a health 
control program including all or part of the exercise indices, the exercise menu, and the 
health control indices of said user of said health vital signs processing apparatus 
according to a user chart containing vital signs including the height, the weight, the body 
fat percentage, and the temperature of said user, and then transmits said program to 
said vital signs processing apparatus; (column 1, lines 20-62) 

a second step in which said vital signs processing apparatus receives said health 
control program, and in which said user uses said vital signs processing apparatus in 
accordance with said health control program, and thereby acquires* said user's vital 
signs; (column 1, lines 20-62) 

a third step in which said information server or said server renews said health 
control program according to said acquired measurement data; and a fourth step in 
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which when said measurement data falls outside the range of the values set in said 
health control program, said vital signs processing apparatus transmits warning 
information for requesting attention to said information server or said server; and 
(column 1 , lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

wherein: on recognizing said warning information, said health control instructor 
determines and alters said exercise indices and/or said exercise menu in said health 
control program according to said warning information; (column 7, lines 7-68, column 8, 
lines 1-61) 

said information server or said server transmits said altered exercise indices 
and/or exercise menu to said vital signs processing apparatus; and (column 7, lines 7- 
68, column 8, lines 1-61) 

when said vital signs processing apparatus receives said altered exercise indices 
and/or exercise menu, said user takes exercise according to said exercise indices 
and/or exercise menu, (column 7, lines 7-68, column 8, lines 1-61) 

18. The health control method according to claim 17 wherein: 

said vital signs processing apparatus transmits prompt information for requesting 
the renewal of said measurement data, to said user; (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, 
lines 2-63) 

on recognizing said prompt information, said user determines and operates said 
vital signs processing apparatus according to said prompt information; and (column 1, 
lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 
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said vital signs processing apparatus acquires new measurement data, and then 
transmits them to said information server or said server, (column 1 , lines 20-62, column 
2, lines 2-63) 

19. The health control method according to claim 17 wherein: 

said information server or said server transmits prompt information for requesting 
the renewal of said acquired measurement data, to said user; (column 1, lines 20-62, 
column 2, lines 2-63) 

on recognizing said prompt information, said user of said vital signs processing 
apparatus determines and operates said information server or said server according 
said prompt information; and (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

on receiving new measurement data, said information server or said server 
generates a new health control program based on said data, (column 1, lines 20-62, 
column 2, lines 2-63) 

20. The health control method according to claim 18 or 19 wherein said prompt 
information is output when said measurement data is not renewed for a predetermined 
time or longer, (column 1 , lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

21. The health control method according to claim 18 wherein said prompt information 
includes the method of operation of said vital signs processing apparatus for said user 
to renew said measurement data, (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 
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22. The health control method according to claim 19 wherein said prompt information 
includes the operation method of said information server or said server for said user of 
said vital sign processing apparatus, (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

23. The health control method according to claim 17 wherein: 

said information server or said server further comprises a user ID (identifier) table 
for storing user IDs for corresponding the user chart of each user to that user uniquely; 
and (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

said user ID is transmitted together with said health control program to said 
health control apparatus, (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

27. A program of operating a computer as all or part of said information server 
according to claim 5 for communicating with said terminal capable of being connected to 
detecting means of detecting vital signs, (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 

28. A program of operating a computer as all or part of said processing means of 
said vital signs processing means of said vital signs processing apparatus according to 
claim 6. (column 1, lines 20-62, column 2, lines 2-63) 
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29. A program of operating a computer to carry out all or part of said first, second, 
third, and fourth steps in said health control method according to claim 17. (column 2, 
lines 2-63) 

30. Data structure which can be used in a computer and comprises all or part of the 
data structure in said first, second, third, and fourth steps in said health control method 
according to claim 17. (column 2, lines 2-63) 

Claims 1-4, 24-26, and 31-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Maschke etal. US Patent Number 6,221,012 B1. 
1 . A vital signs detection system comprising: 

a terminal capable of being connected to detecting means of detecting vital 
signs; (column 2, lines 42-63) 

a program server of storing a program and/or data to operate said detecting 
means; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

an information server of communicating with said terminal; wherein: 

when an operation switch of said detecting means is turned ON, said terminal 
transmits information including the type of said detecting means to said program server; 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

on receiving said information, said program server transmits a predetermined 
program and/or data corresponding to said information to said terminal according to 
said information; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 
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said detecting means operates according to said predetermined program and/or 
data received by said terminal, and thereby detects vital signs; and (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

said terminal transmits the vital signs detected by said detecting means to said 
information server, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

2. A vital signs detection method utilizing: 

a terminal capable of being connected to detecting means of detecting vital 
signs; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

a program server of storing a program and/or data to make said detecting means 
operate; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

an information server of communicating with said terminal; and comprising: 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

the step in which when an operation switch of said detecting means is turned 
ON, said terminal transmits information including the type of said detecting means to 
said program server; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

the step in which on receiving said information, said program server transmits a 
predetermined program and/or data corresponding to said information to said terminal; 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

the step in which said detecting means operates according to said predetermined 
program and/or data received by said terminal, and thereby detects vital signs; and 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 
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the step in which said terminal transmits the vital signs detected by said detecting 
means to said information server, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 
14, lines 64-68, column 15, lines 1-14) 

3. A terminal capable of being connected to detecting means of detecting vital 
signs, wherein: 

said terminal communicates with a program server of storing a program and/or 
data to make said detecting means operate, and with an information server for storing 
vital signs detected by said detecting means; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4- 
22) 

when an operation switch of said detecting means is turned ON, said terminal 
transmits information including the type of said detecting means to said program server; 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

on receiving said information, said program server transmits a predetermined 
program and/or data to said terminal according to said information; (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

said detecting means operates according to said predetermined program and/or 
data received by said terminal, and thereby detects vital signs; and (column 2, lines 42- 
.63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

said terminal transmits the vital signs detected by said detecting means to said 
information server, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 
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4. A program server for communicating with a terminal capable of being connected 
to detecting means of detecting vital signs, and for storing a program and/or data to 
make said detecting means to operate, wherein: (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 
4-22) 

when an operation switch of said detecting means is turned ON and thereby said 
terminal transmits information including the type of said detecting means, said program 
server receives said information and then transmits a predetermined program and/or 
data corresponding to said information to said terminal according to said information; 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

said detecting means operates according to said predetermined program and/or 
data received by said terminal, and thereby detects vital signs; and (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

said terminal transmits the vital signs detected by said detecting means to said 
information server, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

24. A program of operating a computer as all or part of said terminal capable of being 
connected to detecting means of detecting vital signs; 

said program server for storing a program and/or data for causing said detecting 
means to operate; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

said information server for communicating with said terminal; in said vital signs 
detection system according to claim 1. (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 
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25. A program of operating a computer as all or part of said terminal according to 
claim 3 capable of being connected to detecting means of detecting vital signs, (column 
2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

26. A program of operating a computer as all or part of said program server 
according to claim 4 for communicating with said terminal capable of being connected to 
detecting means of detecting vital signs, and for storing a program and/or data for 
causing said detecting means to operate, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

31 . A vital signs detection system comprising: 

a terminal having detecting means of detecting, vital signs corresponding to an 
inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

a program server of storing a program and/or data to make said detecting means 
operate; and an inspection item judgment server of communicating with said terminal 
and thereby judging said inspection item according to said vital signs; (column 2, lines 
42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

wherein: when said terminal is started, said inspection item judgment server 
judges a predetermined inspection item according to said vital signs corresponding to 
said predetermined inspection item; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

according to the result of said judgment, said inspection item judgment server 
makes said terminal download a predetermined program and/or data from said program 
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server, and thereby makes said detecting means operate according to said 
predetermined program and/or data, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

32. A vital signs detection system comprising: 

a terminal having detecting means of detecting, vital signs corresponding to an 
inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

a program server of storing a program and/or data to make said detecting means 
to operate; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

an inspection item judgment server of communicating with said terminal and 
thereby judging said inspection item according to said vital signs; (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

wherein: when said detecting means detects said vital signs corresponding to a 
predetermined inspection item, said terminal transmits said vital signs to said inspection 
item judgment server; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

on receiving said detected vital signs, said inspection item judgment server 
judges said predetermined inspection item according to said vital signs, and according 
to the result of said judgment, determines whether the operation of said detecting 
means is to be continued or not; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22) 

when the result of said determination is the continuation of the operation of said 
detecting means, said inspection item judgment server makes said detecting means 
perform the same operation as previous, or alternatively, to download a predetermined 
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program and/or data from said program server and thereby operate according to said 
predetermined program and/or data, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

33. The vital signs detection system according to claim 31 or 32 wherein: said 
detecting means is connected to said terminal in an attachable and detachable manner; 
and in response to said download of said predetermined program and/or data, the type 
and/or the number of said detecting means connected to said terminal is changed, 
.(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

34. The vital signs detection system according to claim 31 or 32 wherein said 
download of said predetermined program and/or data is carried out in order to change 
said inspection item to which said operation of said detecting means corresponds, 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

35. The vital signs detection system according to claim 31 or 32 wherein said 
download of said predetermined program and/or data is carried out in order to change 
the inspection method for the same inspection item to which said operation of said 
detecting means corresponds, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, 
lines 6-47) 



36. 



The vital signs detection system according to claim 31 or 32 wherein: said 
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judgment by said inspection item judgment server is carried out according to specific 
vital signs as said vital signs, which is in specific relevance to said organism of detection 
target of said detecting means; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, 
lines 6-47) 

said terminal is provided with an ID corresponding to said specific vital signs; and 
said inspection item judgment server refers to said ID of said terminal, and thereby 
carries out said judgment according to said specific vital signs, (column 15, line 15-58) 

37. The vital signs detection system according to claim 36 wherein said ID is 
transmitted from said terminal to said inspection item judgment server, whereby said 
inspection item judgment server can refer to said ID. (column 15, line 15-58) 

38. The vital signs detection system according to claim 36 wherein said inspection 
item judgment server retains said ID in advance, (column 15, line 15-58) 

39. A terminal comprising detecting means of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to a predetermined inspection item, wherein 

when at start-up, an inspection item judgment server forjudging said inspection 
item according to said vital signs judges a predetermined inspection item according to 
said vital signs corresponding to said predetermined inspection item, (column 2, lines 
42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 
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according to the result of said judgment, said terminal downloads a 
predetermined program and/or data from a program server for storing a program and/or 
data to make said detecting means operate, and thereby causes said detecting means 
to operate according to said predetermined program and/or data, (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

40. A terminal comprising detecting means of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to inspection item, wherein: 

when said detecting means detects a vital signs corresponding to a 
predetermined inspection item, said terminal transmits said vital signs to an inspection 
item judgment server of communicating with said terminal and thereby judging said 
inspection item according to said vital signs; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4- 
22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

on receiving said detected vital signs, said inspection item judgment server 
judges said predetermined inspection item according to said vital signs, and according 
to the result of said judgment, determines whether the operation of said detecting 
means is to be continued or not; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

when the result of said determination is the continuation of the operation of said 
detecting means, said inspection item judgment server makes said detecting means 
perform the same operation as previous, or alternatively, download a predetermined 
program and/or data from a program server for storing a program and/or data to make 
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said. detecting means operate, and thereby operate according to said predetermined 
program and/or data, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

41 . The terminal according to claim 39 or 40 wherein: said detecting means is 
connected to said terminal in an attachable and detachable manner; and 

in response to said download of said predetermined program and/or data, the 
type and/or the number of said detecting means connected to said terminal is changed, 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

42. The terminal according to claim 39 or 40 wherein said download of said 
predetermined program and/or data is carried out in order to change said inspection 
item to which said operation of said detecting means corresponds, (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

43. The terminal according to claim 39 or 40 wherein said download of said 
predetermined program and/or data is carried out in order to change the inspection 
method for the same inspection item to which said operation of said detecting means 
corresponds, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

44. A terminal according to claim 39 or 40 wherein: said terminal is provided with an 
ID which corresponds to specific vital signs as said vital signs, in specific relevance to 
said organism of detection target of said detecting means and is thereby used for said 
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judgment by said inspection item judgment server; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 
4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

said inspection item judgment server refers to said ID of said terminal, and 
thereby carries out said judgment according to said specific vital signs, (column 2, lines 
42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47, column 15, lines 15-58) 

45. A vital signs detection method comprising: 

a step including a detecting step of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to an inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

a program storing step of storing a program and/or data to make detecting step 
carry out; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

an inspection item judging step of judging said inspection item according to said 
vital signs detected by said detecting step; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

wherein: when said detecting step is started, in said inspection item judging step, 
said predetermined inspection item is judged according to said vital signs corresponding 
to said predetermined inspection item; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

according to the result of said judgment, a predetermined program and/or data 
stored in said program storing step is downloaded for said step including said detecting 
step; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 
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whereby in said detecting step, operation is carried out according to said 
predetermined program and/or data, (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

46. A vital signs detection method comprising: 

a step including a detecting step of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to a predetermined inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, 
lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

a program storing step of storing a program and/or data make said detecting step 
carry out; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

an inspection item judging step of judging said inspection item according to said 
vital signs detected by said detecting step; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

wherein: when said vital signs corresponding to said predetermined inspection 
item is detected in said detecting step, said vital signs is transmitted, in said step 
including said detecting step, to said inspection item judging step for processing; 
(column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

in said inspection item judging step, said predetermined inspection item is judged 
according to said detected vital signs, and according to the result of said judgment, it is 
determined whether said detecting step is to be continued or not; and when the result of 
said determination is the continuation of said detecting step, the same operation as 
previous is carried out in said detecting step, or alternatively, a predetermined program 
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and/or data stored in said program storing step is downloaded and thereby operation is 
carried out according to said predetermined program and/or data, (column 2, lines 42- 
63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

47. A program of operating a computer as all or part of: said terminal having 
detecting means of detecting, from an organism, vital signs corresponding to a 
predetermined inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, 
lines 6-47) 

said program server for storing a program and/or data to make said detecting 
means operate; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

said inspection item judgment server for communicating with said terminal and 
thereby judging said inspection item according to said vital signs; in said vital signs 
detection system according to claim 31. (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

48. A program of operating a computer as all or part of: 

said terminal having detecting means of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to a predetermined inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, 
lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

said program server for storing a program and/or data to make said detecting 
means operate; and (column, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 
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said inspection item judgment server for communicating with said terminal and 
thereby judging said inspection item according to said vital signs; in said vital signs 
detection system according to claim 32. (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

49. A computer-processable medium carrying a program of operating a computer as 
all or part of: 

said terminal capable of being connected to detecting means of detecting vital 
signs; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

said program server for storing a program and/or data to make said detecting 
means to operate; and (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6- 
47) 

said information server for communicating with said terminal; in said vital signs 
detection system according to claim 1 . (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, lines 4-22, 
column 7, lines 6-47) 

50. A computer-processable medium carrying a program of operating a computer as 
all or part of: 

said terminal having detecting means of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to a predetermined inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, 
lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 
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said program server for storing a program and/or data of operating said detecting 
means operate; and said inspection item judgment server for communicating with said 
terminal and thereby judging said inspection item according to said vital signs; in said 
vital signs detection system according to claim 31. (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, 
lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

51 . A computer-processable medium carrying a program of operating a computer as 
all or part of: 

said terminal having detecting means of detecting, from an organism, vital signs 
corresponding to a predetermined inspection item; (column 2, lines 42-63, column 4, 
lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

said program server for storing a program and/or data for causing said detecting 
means to operate; and said inspection item judgment server for communicating with 
said terminal and thereby judging said inspection item according to said vital signs; in 
said vital signs detection system according to claim 32. (column 2, lines 42-63, column 
4, lines 4-22, column 7, lines 6-47) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohamed Ahmed whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1537. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571-272-4726. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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